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Martin Puryear Sculpture Donated to Museum 

CLEVELAND (June 25, 2002) — Cleveland Museum of Art Director Katharine Lee Reid today 
announced a gift from Agnes Gund and Daniel Shapiro, Alien Huddle (1993-95), an important sculpture 
by contemporary American artist Martin Puryear. The work, which is sculpted of red cedar and pine, is 
now on view in the Museum’s recently reinstalled contemporary galleries. 

According to Reid, Alien Huddle is a “masterful work, evincing all the qualities that make 
Martin Puryear one of today’s most important artists. I am deeply grateful to Agnes and Daniel, who in 
buying this piece seven years ago demonstrated exceptional judgment in selecting an artist’s finest work. 
This sculpture,” she added, “and our recently acquired Blind Man ’s Bujf hy Louise Bourgeois are perfect 
complements to each other, given both artists’ emphasis on organic forms and beautiful surfaces. Both 
works contribute significantly to the Cleveland Museum of Art’s growing contemporary collection.” 

Jeffrey Grove, associate curator of contemporary art at the Museum, added, “Martin Puryear’s 
regard for crafting objects by hand and interest in natural materials is unique. His gift for forging 
connections among the natural and constructed worlds is truly remarkable.” 

Internationally celebrated as one of the leading sculptors working today, Puryear (bom 1941) is 
known for his painstakingly constructed abstractions of rich symbolic beauty. Puryear uses time- 
consuming methods, working primarily with wood, wire mesh and tar. His meticulous handling of wood 
reflects his 1960s Peace Corps experience working with carpenters in Africa and his subsequent study of 
furniture design and construction in Sweden. In making Alien Huddle (approximately 53 x 64 x 53 
inches), he fastened carefully tapered bands of cedar to a pine core. Tiny punctures and scars are still 
visible from brads and staples, which Puryear used to hold these bands in place while the glue dried, but 
later removed. 

Puryear’s early interest in biology is evident in his work, which often evokes associations with 
animal, vegetable and human forms. Alien Huddle has a large spherical shape, from which two smaller 
globes emerge, which may suggest the growth and expansion of seedpods, protozoa or a di\Hding cell. 
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Widely published in the literature on the artist and frequently requested for important exhibitions. 
Alien Huddle recently returned to the Museum from a national tour in the latest retrospective exhibition of 
Puryear’s work, organized by the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in Richmond. 

Previous retrospectives have included Puryear’s first, in 1977, organized by the Corcoran Gallery 
of Art in Washington, D.C., and a 1992 exhibition organized by the Art Institute of Chicago. In 1989, 
Puryear became the first African-American artist to represent the United States at the Sao Paolo Bienal in 
Brazil, where he received the grand prize. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive art museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth spanning 5,000 years. The Museum is 
a key international player in exhibitions, scholarship, and art acquisitions. For more information on the 
CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandAit.org . 
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